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Policy Statement 

This policy acts to ensure that: 

→ Children, staff and families using our services are protected from contracting 
vaccine preventable diseases 
 

→ The service supports the Department of Health’s objectives for full immunisation of 
all children 

 

  

Goals 

→  Protect children, staff and families attending our services from contracting vaccine 
preventable diseases   

 

 

Roles and Responsibilities  

Approved Provider/Coordinator 

→ Abide by their obligations under the Public Health Amendment (Vaccination 
of Children attending Child Care Facilities) Act 2010, which states that Early 
Childhood Education and Care Services cannot enrol a child unless approved 
documentation is provided that indicates that the child: 

→ Is fully immunised for their age (AIR Immunisation History Statement) 

→ Has a medical reason not to be vaccinated (AIR Immunisation Medical 
Exemption Form) 

→ Is on a recognised catch-up schedule (AIR Immunisation History Form) 
 

→ Disperse up to date information received in regard to immunisation to all 
Educators and families 
 

→ Abide by the Infectious Diseases policy, where if a vaccine preventable 
disease is present, or if a suspected child/ren who are not immunised, or a 
child/ren have incomplete immunisation records, they will be excluded 
 

→ Advise all families upon enrolment of the Infectious Diseases Policy and 
exclusion periods relating to immunisation, and throughout the year in 
newsletters and emails 
 

→ Ensure that FDC Educators provide Immunisation History Record Statements 
for their own children upon registration, and as their child’s immunisation is 
updated 
 

→ Ensure that prior to enrolment parents provide the service with one or more 
of the following documents:  

→ A ACIR Immunisation History Statement which shows that the child is 
up to date with their scheduled vaccinations 

http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/medicare/australian-childhood-immunisation-register
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/health-professionals/forms/im011
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/health-professionals/forms/im011
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/health-professionals/forms/im013
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→ A ACIR Immunisation History Form on which the immunisation 
provider has certified that the child is on a recognised catch-up 
schedule 

→ An ACIR Medical Exemption Form which has been certified by GP 
 

→ Under the NSW Government Legislation introduced in January 2018 families 
must meet the Government’s Requirements in order to be eligible for CCS  
 

→ The following records will not be accepted as proof of immunisation: 

→ NSW Personal Health Record (blue Book) 

→ A GP Letter 

→ An Overseas Immunisation Record 
 

→ Advise all Educators upon registration of the Infectious Diseases Policy which 
states exclusion periods relating to immunisation 
 

→ Encourage Educators to maintain their immunity through Immunisation 
 

→ Advise all persons entering the service of an outbreak, or suspected case of a 
vaccine preventable disease by posting an information sheet from “Staying 
Healthy in Child Care”, produced by the Department of Health and Medical 
Research Council, at the entrance of the home or service. Persons at risk will 
be informed by Service Coordinators immediately by phone where necessary 

 

→ Report an outbreak or suspected case of a vaccine preventable disease to 
the NSW Department of Health, Notifiable Diseases section 

 

→ Under the NSW Public Health Act 2010 Early Education and Care Centre’s 
must notify of an outbreak of any of the following 9 vaccine preventable 
diseases to the local Public Health Unit on 1300 066 055:          

→ Diphtheria 

→ Hemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) 

→ Measles 

→ Meningococcal C 

→ Mumps 

→ Pertussis (whooping cough) 

→ Poliomyelitis 

→ Rubella 

→ Tetanus 
 

→ Facilitate compliance to the service policy through the systematic 
maintenance of immunisation records for staff and children 
 

→ Maintain children’s immunisation profiles in individual files 
 

→ Store Immunisation Records for a period of 3 years after the child has ceased 
care with the service 

  

 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+127+2010+cd+0+N
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 Educators 

→ Consider maintaining, through immunisation, their immunity to common 
childhood diseases 

 

 

  FDC Educators  

→ Abide by their obligations under the Public Health Amendment (Vaccination 
of Children attending Child Care Facilities) Act 2013, which states that Early 
Childhood Education and Care Services cannot enrol a child unless the 
parent/guardian has provided documentation that shows the child: 

→ Is fully vaccinated for their age 

→ Has a medical reason for not being vaccinated 

→ Is on a recognised catch-up schedule if their child has fallen behind 
in their vaccinations 
 

→ Consider maintaining, through immunisation, their immunity to common 
childhood diseases  
 

→ Provide CCEL with Immunisation History Record Statements for their own 
children upon registration and as their child’s immunisation is updated 

 

 

 Families 

→ When their child attends an Early Education and Care Service provide the 
service with their child’s Immunisation History Statement with one or more 
of the following documents: 

→ A ACIR Immunisation History Statement which shows that the child 
is up to date with their scheduled vaccinations 

→ A ACIR Immunisation History Form on which the immunisation 
provider has certified that the child is on a recognised catch-up 
schedule 

→ An ACIR Medical Exemption Form which has been certified by GP 
 

→ In order to be eligible for CCS a child must:  

→ Be fully immunised for their age or  

→ Give a medical reason not be vaccinated or 

→ Is on a recognised catch-up schedule if the child has fallen behind 
with their immunisations 

 

→ The following records will not be accepted as proof of your child’s 
immunisation: 

→ NSW Personal Health Record (blue Book) 

→ A GP Letter 

→ An Overseas Immunisation Record 
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→ Continue to update their child’s immunisation status each time they are 
vaccinated, and provide the service with an updated AIR Immunisation 
History Statement 

 

→ When notified by the service or Educator, parents will collect their child/ren 
(if the child/ren is/are not immunised) from the service if there is an 
outbreak or suspected case of a vaccine preventable disease present 

 
 

 In Cases of Non-Immunisation 

→ The following classes of children are temporarily exempt from the new 
requirements and the documentation must be provided within 12 weeks 
from the date of enrolment in the Early Education and Care facility: 

→ Those who are subject to a guardianship order under section 79A of 
the Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998 

→ Those who have been placed in out-of-home care 

→ Those who are being cared for by an adult who is not the child’s 
parent due to exceptional circumstances such as illness or incapacity 

→ Those who have been evacuated following a state of emergency (for 
example, a declared natural disaster) 

→ Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander children 
 

→ Where an Educator or a Family have not immunised their child due to 
medical reasons, the Exclusion Policy in relation to Immunisation will apply 
in the case of an outbreak of immunise preventable diseases 

 

 

 Continual Monitoring and Improvement 

 Continual improvement and monitoring will occur in the following ways: 

→ Incidental and planned consultation with families 
 

→ Approved Provider and Coordinators accessing current relevant information 
 

→ Approved Provider, Coordinators and Educators accessing current and relevant 
training 

 

→ Internal evaluation of incidences and the improvement of systems 
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LINKS TO: 

→ Education & Care  
      Services National Law  
      Section 167 
 

→ Education & Care 
 Services National 
 Regulations 
      77, 88, 168, 169, 170  
 

→ National Quality 
 Standards/Elements:
 2.1, 2.2, 6.1, 7.1 
 

→ Child Safe Standards 
 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9,10 
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LINKS TO OTHER POLICIES: 

→ Covid-19 

→ Enrolment & 
Orientation 

→ Infectious Diseases  

→ Child-Safe 
Environment  

 

SOURCES 

→ Education and Care Services National Regulations - December 2021 

→ Education and care Services National Law - January 2022  
→ Guide to the Education and Care Services National Law and the Education and Care 

Services National Regulations - October 2017 

→ Guide to the National Quality Standard - January 2020 

→ Implementing the Child Safe Standards: A Guide for Early Education and Outside School 
Hours Care Services, NSW Department of Education, 2021 

→ A Guide to the Child Safe Standards, NSW Office of the Children’s Guardian, 2020 

→ ACECQA – FDC Approved Provider compliance responsibilities – October 2017 

→ Be You 

→ My Time Our Place: Framework for School Age Care in Australia 

→ ECA Code of Ethics 

→ United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child  

→ NSW Department of Health Communicable Diseases  

→ NSW Public Health Act 2010 

→ NSW Health, Immunisation Enrolment Toolkit for Early Childhood Education and Care 
Services, November 2018 

→ NSW Health  
 

 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2011-0653
https://content.legislation.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-12/10-69aa014%20authorised.pdf
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-01/NQF-Resource-02-Guide-to-ECS-Law-Regs.pdf
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-01/NQF-Resource-02-Guide-to-ECS-Law-Regs.pdf
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-01/Guide-to-the-NQF.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/early-childhood-education/working-in-early-childhood-education/media/documents/Guide_Child_Safe_Standards.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/main-education/early-childhood-education/working-in-early-childhood-education/media/documents/Guide_Child_Safe_Standards.pdf
https://www.ocg.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/training-and-resources/child-safe-resources/child-safe-standards
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-06/FDC-ComplianceGuide-ApprovedProvider.pdf
http://www.beyou.edu.au/
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/childcare_qa.aspx

